Holloway Gaels defend a clean sheet at Claddagh Gaels

9-26: 0-0

25 April 2009 

Leagrave Park, Luton 

The Holloway Gaels convoy headed north up the M1 this Saturday to face the newly formed Claddagh Gaels on their home turf in Luton. The sun was out, the pitch was in top condition and both teams were raring for a good first run out against each other. Holloway Gaels started the match with 14 to Claddagh’s 15 and took a few minutes to settle down. Tor Begg arrived 10 minutes in to fill the gap and continued to dominate the left hand wing from then on.  Holloway, lead by their new captain Aisling Clifford, started as they meant to go on, passing and moving, making space for each other and supporting play all the way up the pitch. The score quickly notched up, with full forward Michelle Kereley dominating the high balls, with Ciara Holland and Julie Gannon mopping up the breaking balls converting scores left, right and centre. The half forward line competed for every ball from the kick outs thwarting the Claddagh attack. Together Aisiling Clifford, Yvonne Devlin and Lisa McDonnaugh turned the kick outs into counter attacks with all three taking shots and scoring a bevy of points each. The first half ended with the Claddagh Gaels testing the Holloway defence but Bev Williams, Nicky Fitzgerald and Helen Sammon read the game well and stayed cool under pressure to clear any threat to Annie Finnegan’s goal. The second half saw the Claddagh defence and attack pull together and they continued to threaten Holloway. But Holloway worked hard for every ball and never relented continuing to take points and crucially goals. Aedin Kennedy made sound runs up the wing, finishing with precise kick passes to find Holland or Clifford who then converted the runs into goals. Kereley too hit the back of the net after initially narrowly missing. Angela Gordon and Hilary Young dominated the mid-field, fighting hard for breaking balls and linked up well with Aileen Brady who made great bursts forward from centre back. Manager Paul Maher was particularly happy with the clean sheet, clinical finishing and the movement and support play all over the pitch.  The Claddagh Gaels did well to keep fighting to the end and despite receiving a fair beating remained positive and retained buoyant team atmosphere until the end. They show great promise for the rest of the season. All in this was a relentless performance for a Holloway team determined to be in the running for a crack at the senior championship and although this was a great victory there is still lots of hard work to be done on the training ground. Holloway’s mascot Seanie Devlin was vocal in her support throughout willing the team on.

Lead to the Black Swann by Helen Sammon after the match both teams quenched their thirst. Holloway re-grouped in their sponsors the Drum and Monkey in Archway to celebrate with a few drinks with Gordon, Brady and Young leading the way on the dance floor. A good night was had by all.

